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They to him hearken, as beseemeth meet\
And pass on forward : so their way does lie,
That one of those same Islands, which do fleet
In the wide sea, they needs must passen by,
Which seemed so sweet and pleasant to the eye,
That it would tempt a man to touchen there :
Upon the bank they sitting did espy
A dainty damsel dressing of her hair,
By whom a little skippet2 floating did appear.

Spenser was an adept at describing " dainty dam-
j sels " and all kinds of delights, from banquets to beau-
tiful gardens. The moralist in him tried to disapprove,
but fortunately the poet and lover of beauty had the
upper hand. The Faerie Queene is read and enjoyed
"Vto-day, not as a treatise on virtue, but for those quali-
ties by which, in the words of Sidney, poetry " may
make the too-much loved earth more lovely."

i As is fit.     2 Boat.